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International Association for Hospice and
Palliative Care Inc.
Meeting: 

Seventy-third World Health Assembly 9-14 November 2020 (resumed)

Agenda Item: 
11. Review of and update on matters considered by the Executive Board
Statement: 

In WHA 73/1, OP 7.7 WHO member states committed to including palliative care in the spectrum of
services for their national COVID response. Palliative care is the active holistic care of individuals
across all ages with serious health-related suffering due to severe illness and especially of those
near the end of life. It helps patients live as fully as possible until natural death by facilitating
effective communication with caregivers and is applicable in all health care settings and at all levels
(primary to tertiary). The COVID-19 tsunami currently devastating WHO member states of all
income levels is exponentially increasing levels of health-related suffering among patients, families
and health care providers. The IAHPC thanks the Secretariat for the updated the Guidance on
Clinical Management of COVID-19, which now includes new modules on palliative care, older
persons, and ethics. We also thank the Secretariat for the Joint Statement on Access to
Internationally Controlled Medicines with the UN Office of Drugs and Crime and the International
Narcotics Control Board calling on governments to ensure that the procurement and supply of
controlled medicines meets the needs of all patients. IAHPC’s global membership of palliative care
practitioners can help the WHO Secretariat and member states alleviate the enormous, entirely
avoidable burden of serious health related suffering exacerbated by the pandemic by fully
implementing WHA 73/1 with the aid of the Clinical Guidance. Our extensive experience will be
needed to upskill primary health care workforces in end-of- life communication, triage, and the use
of essential palliative care medicines, particularly opioids to relieve severe breathlessness and pain.
Upstream integration will reduce preventable suffering of patients, families, and providers, while
strengthening health systems and lowering downstream costs. Palliative care should also be
included in Resolution 146 R-10 along with mental & SR Health.
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